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training in  fundamental  principles is an  essential conditiofo; "^fibd
common sense endorses the claim. Doctors, like lawyers, architects,
and engineers, are not born; they are made. And they are made by a
curriculum which instructs them in the scientific basis of medical
practice and in the practical problems presented by sick and suffering
men and women and children in hospital wards and out-patient clinics.
Skill, judgement, and efficiency, here as elsewhere, are obtained only
by training and discipline and experience, and thev are needed both to
recognize the evidence of disease and, a not less responsible task, to
certify its absence. Hence, while the medical profession desires neither
to compel nor to hinder any man, it cannot accept the proposition that
it is either safe or prudent for the sick man, \vhate\er be the form or
degree of his complaints, to accept either medical or surgical treatment
based on a diagnosis suggested by anyone who has not been educated
and trained in accordance with the demands of the medical curriculum
and the hospital experiences which this includes.
That such a course is sometimes adopted without harm and even v,iih
benefit may be true, but the result does not prove either the absence of
risk or the wisdom of the choice, and the medical profession accepts
responsibility neither for the one nor for the other. With this it is freely
allowed, and indeed welcomed, that particular methods of treatment,
physical, electrical, balneological and the rest, may be usefully and
effectively applied by persons trained for these ends and without
medical qualification. But prior to treatment of any kind is the need
for diagnosis—the identification and interpretation of the signs of
disease with a view to determine what forms of treatment may properly
be applied. And for this large and responsible task nothing less than
the medical curriculum suffices. The plain statement is that only on
the basis of scientific knowledge and a carefully garnered clinical ex-
perience can the safe and successful practice of medicine securely rest.
And it is a public interest to mark a clear distinction between those who
have, and those who have not, received this training.
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453 J As of books, so of remedies; of the making of them there is no
end. Not a few proposals of this order take origin outside the ranks of the
medical profession, and though the fashion of the amateur therapeutic
world often passeth away, this does not mean that it should receive no
consideration. The attitude of medicine to such proposals may be
briefly stated. It is necessarily the desire and the duty of the medical Duties of
profession to regard with attention any method suggested for the treat-
ment of disease from whatever source this may take origin, provided
that there is either scientific or empirical evidence which justifies some
degree of reasonable expectation that the method proposed may prove
beneficial and is not likely to do harm to the patient. Equally it is the

